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Culture Ireland
Culture Ireland creates and supports 
opportunities for Irish artists and companies 
to present their work at international 
festivals, venues, showcases and arts 
markets including the Edinburgh Festivals, 
Celtic Connections (Glasgow), the Venice 
Art and Architecture Biennales, WOMEX 
World Music Expo, South by Southwest 
(in partnership with First Music Contact), 
Frankfurt Book Fair (in partnership with 
Literature Ireland) and Tanzmesse.

Culture Ireland runs a regular funding 
scheme to support the international 
presentation of work by Irish artists 
and companies. Support is provided for 
both in-person and digital presentation. 
Applications are accepted from both 
participating artists and from international 
presenters. Culture Ireland also operates 
See Here, a scheme to support the inward 
travel to Ireland of international presenters, 
curators and promoters to see new Irish 
work available for touring.

In 2024, Culture Ireland will present a 
special season of Irish work in Germany, 
in partnership with the Irish Department of 
Foreign Affairs.

Full details of Culture Ireland’s grant 
schemes are available at:  
www.cultureireland.ie

Culture  
Ireland 
Edinburgh 
Showcase 
Networking 
Event 2023
Meet the Irish artists 
presenting work at 
this year’s Fringe.
Tuesday 22 August 
11:30am

For further details 
and to register your 
interest in attending, 
please contact: 
showcases@
cultureireland.gov.ie

Culture Ireland is a division 
of the Department of 
Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

Contact 

Sharon Barry Director
Ciarán Walsh Associate Director
Alison Geraghty Head of Grant Programming
Katie O’Kelly Showcase & Events Assistant 

Culture Ireland
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,  
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
23 Kildare Street, 
Dublin 2, D02 TD30, Ireland
E info@cultureireland.gov.ie
T +353 (0)1 631 3908

http://www.cultureireland.ie
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Tower at the Talbot Rice Gallery as part of 
the Edinburgh Art Festival and a host of 
Irish writers at the Edinburgh International 
Book Festival at the Edinburgh College 
of Art.

All these activities are central to Culture 
Ireland’s mission of bringing Irish arts to 
a global audience and are a central spine 
of Culture Ireland’s support initiatives and 
grant schemes. 

As with all of Culture Ireland’s work, we 
rely on our participating artists but also, 
our presenting partners. I want to thank 
those Edinburgh organisations whose 
commitment and loyalty to Irish arts has 
made this such a strong programme for 
2023. This includes the four festivals, as 
well as key Fringe venues including the 
Traverse, Summerhall, Assembly, Dance 
Base, ZOO Venues and Pleasance.

I know that Edinburgh audiences – 
from Scotland and beyond – will be as 
enthusiastic and engaged as ever in this 
year’s vibrant Irish programme.

Wishing all the artists every success this 
year,

Catherine Martin, TD
Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport & Media

Welcome | Fáilte
Is mór an pléisiúr dom sonraí 
Sheóthaispeántas Chultúr Éireann Dhún 
Éideann na bliana seo a chur I láthair 
daoibh.

It gives me great pleasure to present 
details of this year’s Culture Ireland 
Edinburgh Showcase.

Within these pages, you will find details of 
performances, exhibitions and readings 
by many of our finest contemporary Irish 
artists who are making the journey to 
Edinburgh this August.

In particular, I congratulate the nine Irish 
productions at this year’s Culture Ireland 
Edinburgh Showcase at the Fringe. For 
these showcase artists, an appearance 
at the Fringe opens the possibility of 
substantial international recognition and 
potential touring opportunities. Looking 
back at the critical and audience acclaim 
for Irish artists in previous years, we know 
that success at Edinburgh can be a huge 
stepping stone in an artist’s career.

The showcase artists are joined by others 
making important appearances across 
the Edinburgh Festival season: Lankum at 
the Queen’s Hall as part of the Edinburgh 
International Festival; Jesse Jones’ The 
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EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL MUSIC

Lankum
Hypnotising and eerie, Lankum covers new ground with 
each album they produce. The Dublin-based four-piece band 
marries horror and gothic darkness with soft vocals and 
blends contemporary apocalyptic music with inspiration from 
centuries-old folk songs, contrasting ‘exquisite softness’ with 
intense droning harmonies.

They bring to Edinburgh their recently released fourth 
album, False Lankum, which takes the listener on a haunting 
spiritual journey. Described by Pitchfork as taking ‘songs 
that trace back to lost worlds and make them sound instead 
like a future built on the ruins of today’, Lankum plunges 
their captive audience into their world of revitalised and 
idiosyncratic folk music.

Thursday 17 Aug  
9pm
1 hour 30 minutes

The Queen’s Hall
85–89 Clerk St
Edinburgh EH8 9JG

Booking
T +44 131 473 2000
E boxoffice@eif.co.uk
www.eif.co.uk/events/lankum

https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/lankum-false-lankum/
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/lankum-false-lankum/
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/lankum-false-lankum/
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Jesse Jones

The Tower
Jesse Jones’ new film, performance and sculptural installation, 
The Tower, is the second part in a trilogy beginning with 
Tremble Tremble (commissioned for the Irish Pavilion at the 
57th Venice Biennale in 2017). The Tower finds its beginning 
point not in the witch but the heretic; it conjures the words of 
women burned as heretics before the first witch trials in the 
sixteenth century. Jones’ work delves into the lost knowledge 
of women’s ecstatic visions through the writing and song of 
medieval female Christian mystics, and evokes the strange, 
isolated imaginaries of anchorites and hermits along with 
troubling histories of religious and state incarceration of 
women. Collaborating with performers Olwen Fouéré and 
Naomi Moonveld-Nkosi, choreographers Junk Ensemble and a 
girls’ choir, Jones transports us into the tower. 

The Tower was commissioned by Rua Red in Dublin as part of The 
Magdalene Series curated by Maolíosa Boyle, funded by The Arts Council 
of Ireland, Creative Ireland, South Dublin County Arts Office, and Rua Red. 
It has been further developed at Talbot Rice Gallery with the support of 
Creative Scotland, Edinburgh College of Art and Culture Ireland.

Saturday 24 Jun – Saturday 30 Sep 
Open Tue – Sat, 10am – 5pm 
Open 7 days in August
Last entry to exhibition at 4:30pm 
Admission Free 
A cycle of The Tower continues for 
approximately 30 minutes

Talbot Rice Gallery 
The University of Edinburgh, 
Old College, South Bridge, 
Edinburgh EH8 9YL
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Shanna May Breen & Luke Casserly

1000 Miniature 
Meadows

Created by Shanna May Breen & Luke Casserly  
Sound Design by Sam Hardiman

Part letter project, part sound project, and part city-wide 
planting project, this fizzy triptych will begin with you collecting 
a Listening Pack from the Pleasance Courtyard. An invitation to 
step into nearby nature and listen to what it has to say. This is 
an ambitious attempt to invade our outdoor spaces and expand 
conversations surrounding Scotland’s biodiversity crisis. Expect 
an intimate soundscape, expert interviews, and a conversation 
with a bumblebee. 

★★★★ ‘A gently meditative environmental soundscape. It is a lesson in 
paying attention’ Business Post

Please note that this is an outdoor solo listening experience.  
To participate you’ll need access to a smartphone with data and 
headphones. 

Saturday 12 – Monday 28 Aug
Listening Pack collection between 
11am – 7pm
55 minutes

Pleasance Courtyard  
(Info Shed) 
60 Pleasance
Edinburgh EH8 9T

Booking
T +44 20 7609 1800
E boxoffice@pleasance.co.uk
www.pleasance.co.uk/event/1000-
miniature-meadows

Contact 
Shanna May Breen 
Co-Creator
T +353 858479033
E shannamaybreen@gmail.com
www.shannamaybreen.com 
www.lukecasserly.org
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https://www.pleasance.co.uk/event/1000-miniature-meadows
https://www.pleasance.co.uk/event/1000-miniature-meadows
mailto:shannamaybreen@gmail.com
http://www.shannamaybreen.com
http://www.lukecasserly.org
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Junk Ensemble

Dances Like a Bomb
Created & Directed by Jessica Kennedy & Megan Kennedy 

Performed by Mikel Murfi & Finola Cronin

A powerful, uplifting duet exploring ageing and care blending 
visceral imagery, dance and music. Celebrating the strength 
of mature bodies and challenging the cult of youth, the show 
is a reclaiming of the ageing body created by dance-theatre 
innovators Junk Ensemble. Performed by acclaimed actor Mikel 
Murfi and leading dance artist Finola Cronin (formerly of Pina 
Bausch’s Tanztheater Wuppertal), the performers are heroic, 
vulnerable, comedic and completely themselves in the work. 
They care fiercely for each other and defend their independence. 
As they hold each other up and push each other down, the 
‘performance’ of age is unpacked as a reminder of ourselves: our 
worst and our best.
 
★★★★ ‘Superb performers … a heartfelt celebration of two people 
growing old together’ The Irish Times

‘Junk Ensemble’s superb new dance... a funny, tender dance about ageing’ 
Chris McCormack, Substack

Tuesday 15 – Sunday 27 Aug
No performance on Monday 21 Aug
2:40pm  
60 minutes

Zoo South Side 
Venue No. 82
117 Nicolson Street
Edinburgh

Booking
T +44 131 356 0349
E customerservice@edfringe.com   
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-
on/dances-like-a-bomb 

Contact 
Michelle Cahill Associate Producer
T +353 87 9650505
E hello@junkensemble.com
www.junkensemble.com
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mailto:customerservice@edfringe.com
http://www.junkensemble.com
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Aurora Nova

Growler
Written and Performed by Deirdre Mulrooney
Musical accompaniment by Seán Mulrooney

Growler the 82-year-old drum banging shamanic vulva from the 
Liberties, inner city Dublin.

Her mission is to ‘heal the past to heal the future’ through 
transmuting the eejit out of ourselves. 

This theatrical, alchemical trip is unlike anything you’ve ever 
witnessed before. All at once confronting and adorable, 
challenging and hilarious. Growler leaves no stone unturned and 
no one left behind as she blazes a path with her Holy Trolley 
and Staff.

‘Arriving with her mystical shopping trolley and feminine talismans, using 
a combination of comedy, spoken word and song, she presents a multi-
faceted and at times mesmerising performance.’ The Irish Times

Wednesday 2 – Saturday 26 Aug

Previews: 2 & 3 Aug
No performance on 14 & 21 Aug
7pm  
60 minutes

Summerhall  
Demonstration Room 
1 Summerhall
Edinburgh EH9 1PL

Booking
T +44 131 560 1581
https://festival23.summerhall.
co.uk/    

Contact
Dee Mulrooney
Artist/performer
T +4915758044109
E deemulrooney@gmail.com
www.deirdre-mulrooney.com
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file:///\\files.schule.local\deirmulr\Downloads\www.deirdre-mulrooney.com
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Fishamble: The New Play Company

Heaven 

Written by Eugene O’Brien, Directed by Jim Culleton 
Performed by Andrew Bennett & Janet Moran

Triple Fringe First and Olivier Award winning Fishamble present 
Heaven by Eugene O’Brien. Heaven is set in the Irish midlands, 
during the weekend of a local wedding. Mairead and Mal are 
struggling to keep their marriage together. Perhaps attending a 
wedding will help, or it might raise questions that are difficult to 
answer. 

Heaven won the 2023 Irish Times Best New Play Award. It is 
directed by Jim Culleton (Irish Times Best Director Award 2019), 
and performed by Janet Moran (Irish Times Best Actress Award for 
Heaven) and Andrew Bennett (Oscar-nominated The Quiet Girl). 

★★★★ ‘exquisitely performed and superbly directed’ The Arts Review

‘Real gems to be found in the space between comedy and tragedy…
searing depiction of naked desire’ The Irish Times

‘delicately drawn…terrifically engaging… beautifully realised’  
Wall Street Journal

Friday 4 – Sunday 27 Aug 
Previews: 3 Aug, 9pm
Various Times – please see grid at 
the back of this brochure
No Performances on 7, 14, & 21 Aug
1 hour 30 minutes, no interval

Traverse Theatre (Traverse 2)
10 Cambridge Street
Edinburgh EH1 2ED

Booking
T 0131 228 1404
www.traverse.co.uk/whats-
on/event/heaven-festival-
23#datesandtimes 

Contact
Cally Shine Associate Producer
T +353 01 6704018
E cally@fishamble.com
www.fishamble.com/heaven   
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Fishamble: The New Play Company

KING 
Written and performed by Pat Kinevane  

Directed by Jim Culleton 

Olivier and triple Fringe First-winning Fishamble’s KING, by 
Herald Archangel winner Pat Kinevane, tells the story of Luther, 
a man from Cork named in honour of his Granny Bee Baw’s 
hero, Dr Martin Luther King Jr. Luther only leaves his apartment 
for essential journeys, and to perform as an Elvis impersonator. 
The play explores prejudice, privilege and resilience, as Luther 
struggles to live life to the full. 

Fishamble and Pat Kinevane have previously collaborated on 
Forgotten, Silent, Underneath, and Before, which have won 
major international awards including Olivier, Fringe First, Herald 
Archangel, Adelaide Fringe, and Helen Hayes awards. They 
have been called Brilliant (Irish Times), Extraordinary (New 
York Times), Stunning (Scotsman), Dazzling (Guardian), and 
Mesmerising (Sydney Morning Herald).

‘Incredibly compelling’ The Irish Times

‘Unsurpassed… immaculate’ Sunday Independent

Friday 4 – Sunday 27 Aug
No Performances 7, 14, 19, 20 & 
21 Aug 
6:30pm 
1 hour 20 Minutes, no interval

Assembly @ Dance Base
14 – 16 Grassmarket
Edinburgh EH1 2JU

Booking
T 0131 623 3030
https://assemblyfestival.com/
whats-on/KING 

Contact
Cally Shine Associate Producer
T +353 01 6704018
E cally@fishamble.com
www.fishamble.com/heaven  

P
H

O
T

O
: LE

O
 B

Y
R

N
E

 &
 P

U
B

LIC
IS

https://assemblyfestival.com/whats-on/KING
https://assemblyfestival.com/whats-on/KING
mailto:cally@fishamble.com
http://www.fishamble.com/heaven
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Thursday 3 – Sunday 27 Aug
Previews: 3 Aug, 4pm
Various Times – please see grid at 
the back of this brochure
No Performances 7, 14, & 21 Aug
1 hour 10 minutes

Traverse Theatre (Traverse 2)
10 Cambridge Street
Edinburgh EH1 2ED

Booking
T 0131 228 1404
www.traverse.co.uk 

Contact 
Una NicEoin
Executive Producer
T 07879557341
E una@primecutproductions.co.uk 
www.primecutproductions.co.uk 

Ciara Elizabeth Smyth
Playwright & Co-Producer
T 07984 734596
E smyth.ciaraelizabeth@gmail.com
www.curtisbrown.co.uk/client/
ciara-elizabeth-smyth 

Prime Cut Productions & Ciara Elizabeth Smyth

Lie Low
Written by Ciara Elizabeth Smyth, Directed by Oisín Kearney, 

Performed by Charlotte McCurry, Michael Patrick,  
Thomas Finnegan

Faye’s afraid. She’s not sleeping, she doesn’t trust ducks and 
all she’s had to eat this week is a box of dry Rice Krispies. 
Desperate to shake her insomnia, Faye enlists the help of her 
brother, Naoise, to try a form of exposure therapy. But Naoise 
has a devastating secret that’s about to explode.  

Lie Low is the award-winning, critically acclaimed, dark, funny 
and surreal new play by Ciara Elizabeth Smyth described by 
critics as ‘a masterclass’ and ‘gripping entertainment’.
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https://www.traverse.co.uk
mailto:una@primecutproductions.co.uk
https://www.primecutproductions.co.uk
https://www.curtisbrown.co.uk/client/ciara-elizabeth-smyth
https://www.curtisbrown.co.uk/client/ciara-elizabeth-smyth
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THISISPOPBABY

PARTY SCENE
Co-Created by Philip Connaughton & Phillip McMahon

Journey into the underbelly of queer culture and experience a 
sweaty pulsing dance theatre show exploring the complexities 
of desire, intimacy, isolation and addiction. With an international 
company of incredible performers, Party Scene celebrates the 
heady high of the session but poses tough questions around drug 
use, sex, consent and mental health in the queer community. A 
bold and wild ride, the show sparks conversation around identity, 
self-worth, isolation, homophobia, family and care.

Part urgent gathering, part explosive event, Party Scene asks: 
when does an underground scene become a community crisis, 
and when is it time for the party to end?

★★★★ ‘Exceptional…Gripping and Seductive’ The Times

★★★★ The Irish Times

★★★★ ‘Hot, sexy, scary, lonely’ The Arts Review

Wednesday 2 – Sunday 27 Aug 
No Performances on Monday or 
Tuesdays, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 Aug 
5:35pm  
1 hour 5 minutes

Summerhall – Main Hall
1 Summerhall
Edinburgh EH9 1PL

Booking
https://tickets.edfringe.com/
whats-on/party-scene-chemsex-
community-crisis 

Contact
Carla Rogers Producer
T +353 860736523
E carla@thisispopbaby.com 
www.thisispopbaby.com 
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https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/party-scene-chemsex-community-crisis
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/party-scene-chemsex-community-crisis
mailto:carla@thisispopbaby.com
http://www.thisispopbaby.com
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Tom Moran

Tom Moran is 
A Big Fat Filthy 
Disgusting Liar

Written and Performed by Tom Moran   
Dramaturgy and Directed by Davey Kelleher

What’s the worst lie you’ve ever told? How bad was it? And how 
far would you go to keep it a secret?

Tom is a charismatic people-pleaser, an expert in empathy, but 
someone who struggles with the truth. Join him in this hilariously 
honest true story as he seeks to exorcise ghosts, confess his 
deepest secrets and somehow un-f*ck his future. As Tom begs 
the question, if I never lied again and was just myself, would any 
of my loved ones still love me?

Winner of the Fishamble New Writing Award.

★★★★★ ‘The most searingly honest and moving show of the year’  
The Arts Review

‘Superlative... A masterclass... Spectacularly lives up to expectations’  
The Independent

Wednesday 2 – Monday 28 Aug
No Performances on the 15 Aug
3:10pm  
1 hour

Pleasance Below
Pleasance Courtyard 

Booking
www.pleasance.co.uk/event/tom-
moran-big-fat-filthy-disgusting-liar 

Contact
Lisa Nally Producer
T +353876309501
E lisanally37@gmail.com
www.lisanally.com/about 

P
H

O
T

O
: S

T
E

 M
U

R
R

A
Y

https://www.pleasance.co.uk/event/tom-moran-big-fat-filthy-disgusting-liar
https://www.pleasance.co.uk/event/tom-moran-big-fat-filthy-disgusting-liar
mailto:lisanally37@gmail.com
https://www.lisanally.com/about
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Unqualified Design Studio & Hugh Farrell 

Without Sin
Creative team: Shane Sugrue, Bláthnaid Conroy, Josh 
Wilkinson, Barry Todd, Amy Learmouth, Hugh Farrell

A contemporary confessional for the modern sinner. A space to 
listen and be heard, away from the digital divide. Without Sin is 
an immersive experience for an audience of two, created by an 
award-winning team of designers and theatre-makers. Enter the 
box with a friend, partner, relative or – better yet – a stranger, 
and be guided into conversation by light, sound, and a simple 
question. Reclaiming the penitential rite as a non-judgmental 
exercise in reflection and healing, Without Sin invites you to 
consider our relationships with one another and the places that 
cultivate connection between us. 

‘If we are arguably post-religion, broadly post-dramatic, hope-upon-
hopefully post-Covid and looking for new structures to deliver meaning, 
Without Sin may have found one.’ The Sunday Times

‘I left under a spell of catharsis and hugged a stranger’ The Sunday Times

‘A beautifully vulnerable conversation with a stranger in the dark’  
The Irish Times

Thursday 27 Jul – Sunday 27 Aug
No Performances on Mondays 
12pm – 8pm  
Every 20 minutes

Summerhall 
1 Summerhall
Edinburgh EH9 1PL

Booking
https://festival23.summerhall.co.uk/
events/without-sin/ 

Contact 
Hugh Farrell
Producer
T +353 879010868
E hughfarrell@gmail.com
www.without-sin.com
www.hughfarrell.com  
www.unqualified-design.com
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https://festival23.summerhall.co.uk/events/without-sin/
https://festival23.summerhall.co.uk/events/without-sin/
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http://www.hughfarrell.com
http://www.unqualified-design.com/
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Edinburgh College of Art
74 Lauriston Place
Edinburgh
EH3 9DF

Booking
T +44 (0) 345 373 5888
E boxoffice@edbookfest.co.uk

Full Festival details are available 
here: www.edbookfest.co.uk 

Culture Ireland continues 
its support of the Edinburgh 
International Book Festival and 
its programme. The following is 
a selection of the many events 
featuring Irish writers.

EDINBURGH 
INTER-
NATIONAL 
BOOK 
FESTIVAL
12 – 28 
AUGUST  
2023

mailto:boxoffice@edbookfest.co.uk
http://www.edbookfest.co.uk
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Paul Murray:  
Painfully Funny Fiction 
Sunday 13 August 7:30pm – 8:30pm 
Baillie Gifford West Court

The word ‘tragicomic’ could have been 
invented for author Paul Murray, who 
hit the bullseye a decade ago with his 
simultaneously hilarious and devastating 
novel, Skippy Dies. Now he may even have 
surpassed that success with his fourth 
novel, The Bee Sting, in which one unlucky 
moment is the trigger for a sequence of 
unfortunate events. Join Murray for an 
hour of savage humour and poetic insights. 
In conversation with Peggy Hughes. 

Sebastian Barry &  
Steven Isserlis: Things We 
Don’t Remember and Things 
We Can’t Forget
Sunday 13 August 8:30pm – 9:30pm
Baillie Gifford Sculpture Court

What is Old God’s Time? It’s ancient 
history and it’s an almost impossibly 
moving, unforgettable story from one 
of Ireland’s greatest living authors. This 
novel is set by the seaside near Dublin, 
where old Tom Kettle is musing over a 
lifetime of vivid memories. Join Barry in 
lively discussion with Festival Director 
Nick Barley, where he will also give a 
reading with musical accompaniment by 
renowned cellist Steven Isserlis. 

Nicole Flattery:  
Factory or Fiction
Friday 18 August 4:30pm – 5:30pm
Wee Red Bar

Hear Nicole Flattery discuss her funny 
and wildly inventive debut novel, Nothing 
Special, the follow-up to acclaimed short 
story collection, Show Them a Good Time. 
Attending high school by day and partying 
with the Velvet Underground by night, 
the novel centres on a teenager in 1960s 
New York who finds herself suddenly 
welcomed into the heart of Andy Warhol’s 
Factory. 

Seán Hewitt &  
Matt Rowland Hill:  
Heart Wants, Care Haunts
Saturday 19 August 7pm – 8pm
Spark Theatre 

Two heartrending memoirs find light 
in the darkness. Poet Seán Hewitt is 
haunted by his past in All Down Darkness 
Wide, a gothic meditation on Hewitt’s 
love affair with a man wrestling with 
his own demons. In Original Sins, Matt 
Rowland Hill searches for salvation, first 
in addiction and then in recovery, after 
leaving his Evangelical Christian childhood 
home. 
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An Egg-cellent Adventure  
with Aileen Crossley 
Sunday 20 August 1:00pm – 2:00pm 
Baillie Gifford Storytime Yurt

Henny is a baby chick: she is sweet and 
fluffy just like her friends. Unlike her 
friends, Henny has one tiny problem: she’s 
stuck in her shell! Meet author-illustrator 
Aileen Crossley to discover how Henny 
and her friends end up saving the day 
in Henny is Stuck! – a wonderful tale of 
friendship, determination, and bravery. 
Join Aileen to create and draw your 
own character then take them on a new 
adventure. 

Sara Baume &  
Kapka Kassabova:  
Nature’s Alchemy
Friday 25 August 10:15am – 11:15am
Spark Theatre

When we listen more closely to the natural 
world, what do we learn about ourselves? 
Sara Baume’s novel Seven Steeples is 
the tender story of two people living a 
life dictated by the seasons and nature. 
Meanwhile Kapka Kassabova travelled 
down the Mesta River valley in Bulgaria 
for her non-fiction book Elixir, learning 
from foragers, healers, and mystics who 
enjoy a symbiotic relationship with nature. 
Chaired by Jessica Gaitán Johannesson. 

Anne Enright: Flying the Nest
Friday 25 August 6:45pm – 7:45pm 
Baillie Gifford Sculpture Court

Anne Enright returns to Edinburgh to 
discuss her new novel, The Wren, The 
Wren. The possibility of freedom and 
the pain of separation affect mother and 
daughter differently when Carmel watches 
Nell go out into the world. Join Enright 
for a brilliant meditation on love, inherited 
trauma, and the types of resilience women 
must develop to ensure more promising 
futures. 

Close Read:  
Elaine Feeney on A Manual  
for Cleaning Women
Saturday 26 August 3:15pm – 4:45pm
Castle View Studio

Join poet, novelist, and playwright Elaine 
Feeney for an in-depth consideration of 
A Manual for Cleaning Women by Lucia 
Berlin. Many readers were unaware of 
Berlin when this collection of short stories 
appeared nearly a decade after the 
writer’s death, but now her unsentimental, 
clear-eyed stories enjoy a popular position 
in the literary landscape. This 90-minute 
workshop will be enjoyable for those 
with existing knowledge of A Manual for 
Cleaning Women and for those new to 
Berlin’s work. 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVALINTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL
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Michael Magee &  
Rachel Connolly:  
Near and Far 
Saturday 26 August 5:15pm – 6:15pm 
Spark Theatre

In their electrifying debut novels, Rachel 
Connolly and Michael Magee grapple 
with friendship and uncertain futures 
that come with being young and being 
home against the backdrop of Belfast. 
Magee’s Close To Home draws on his 
own experiences to question the forces 
shaping modern masculinity, while 
Connolly’s Lazy City is about love, grief, 
and finding yourself where you are. 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL

DESIGN: GARETH JONES



SHOW VENUE WED
2 AUG

THUR
3 AUG

FRI
4 AUG

SAT
5 AUG

SUN
6 AUG

MON
7 AUG

TUE
8 AUG

WED
9 AUG

THUR
10 AUG

FRI
11 AUG

SAT
12 AUG

SUN
13 AUG

MON
14 AUG

TUE
15 AUG

WED
16 AUG

THUR
17 AUG

FRI
18 AUG

SAT
19 AUG

SUN
20 AUG

MON
21 AUG

TUE
22 AUG

WED
23 AUG

THUR
24 AUG

FRI
25 AUG

SAT
26 AUG

SUN
27 AUG

MON
28 AUG

Lankum The Queen’s Hall 9pm

The Tower  
Jesse Jones 

Talbot Rice Gallery
Running from 24 Jun–30 Sep 2023

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

10am–
5pm

1000 Miniature Meadows
Shanna May Breen & Luke Casserly

Pleasance Courtyard  
Info Shed 

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

11am–
7pm

Dances Like A Bomb 
Junk Ensemble

Zoo South Side  
Venue No. 82

2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 2:40pm 

Growler 
Aurora Nova

Summerhall  
Demonstration Room

7pm  
Preview

7pm  
Preview

7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm

Heaven 
Fishamble: The New Play Company

Traverse Theatre  
Traverse 2

9pm 
Preview

6:30pm 9pm 1:30pm 6:45pm 9pm 6:30pm 9pm 1:30pm 4:15pm 9pm 6:30pm 9pm 6:30pm 6:45pm 11am 6:30pm 9:00pm 1:30pm 6:30pm 9pm 11am

KING
Fishamble: The New Play Company Assembly @ Dance Base 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm

Lie Low  
Prime Cut Productions & Ciara Elizabeth Smyth

Traverse Theatre  
Traverse 2

4pm  
Preview

1:30pm 4pm 4:15pm 1.30pm 4.15pm 1.30pm 4.15pm 4.15pm 1.30pm 4.15pm 1.30pm 4.15pm 1.30pm 1.30pm 4.15pm 1.30pm 4.15pm 4.15pm 1.30pm 4.15pm 1.45pm

PARTY SCENE 
THISISPOPBABY 

Summerhall  
Main Hall

5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 5:35pm 

Tom Moran is a Big Fat Filthy  
Disgusting Liar Tom Moran

Pleasance Courtyard  
Pleasance Below

3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 3:10pm 

Without Sin  
Unqualified Design Studio & Hugh Farrell

Summerhall 
Performances from 27 Jul 2023

12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 12–8pm 

Paul Murray Baillie Gifford West Court 7:30pm

Sebastian Barry & Steven Isserlis Baillie Gifford Sculpture Court 8:30pm

Nicole Flattery Wee Red Bar 4:30pm

Seán Hewitt & Matt Rowland Hill Spark Theatre 7pm

Aileen Crossley Baillie Gifford Storytime Yurt 1pm

Sara Baume & Kapka Kassabova Spark Theatre 10:15am

Anne Enright Baillie Gifford Sculpture Court 6:45pm

Elaine Feeney Castle View Studio 3:15pm

Michael Magee & Rachel Connolly Spark Theatre 5:15pm
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